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Stateside News
Florida
The African-American Research Library and
Cultural Center formally opened October 26.
Located in Fort Lauderdale, the 60,000
square foot center will be the third of its kind
in the United Sates, joining the Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Culture in New
York and the Auburn Avenue Research
Library in Atlanta.
Broward County Library director Samuel F.
Morrison commented, "In human terms, this
place will allow our children to learn about
themselves. It will also attract scholars and
historians, even filmmakers. They will also be
looking for the same things, the history of
black people."
The cultural and community component
consists of a 300 seat state-of-the art
auditorium; 5,000 feet of gallery space
showcasing permanent and traveling exhibits;
seminar and meeting rooms for community
organizations and a multimedia area.

10

The library and research component offers an
array of community services, including an
unparalleled collection of 75,000 books,
artifacts and documents full of the rich history
and culture of persons of African descent; an
interactive youth center; a computer lab
equipped with best-of-class technology; and a
full service small business resource center.
The special collections include the Daniel M.
Johnson Collection; Dorothy Porter Wesley
Collection; Osemwegie Ebohon Collection
(Benin City, Nigeria); Alex Haley Collection;
Hewitt Haitian Art Collection; Sixto Campano
Sheet Music Collection; Kitty Oliver Oral
History Collection; Fisk University Collection
and the Rev. Maurice Dawkins Collection;
Services will include a computer lab; minority
business resources; programs, special
events, seminars and cultural activities;
lifelong learning and literacy programs;
research support; youth and young adult
programs; and community outreach
programs. For more information, visit the
library website at www.broward.org/aarlcc .

Georgia
Emory University Receives Gift of AfricanAmerican Cultural Arts Archive
Artist and filmmaker Camille Billops and
theater historian James V. Hatch have
donated to the Special Collections and
Archives of Emory University a significant
portion of a collection of African-American
cultural art assembled over the past thirty-five
years. Emory's Curator of African American
Collections Randall Burkett describes the
Camille Billops and James V. Hatch Archives
at Emory University as perhaps the most
important collection of materials related to
20th century African American arts and letters
in private hands. With a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities,
Hatch and Billops began to conduct oral
histories with artists in all disciplines—art,
cinema, dance, drama, literature, music—and
on related educational and political topics.
Billops began photographing the works of
black artists in exhibitions and private
collections. To complement this project that
now numbers nearly 10,000 slides, they
assembled a library of books, periodicals, and
clippings. Materials to be transferred to
Emory include the oral history tapes,
typescripts of unpublished plays, posters,
photographs, and more than one hundred
boxes of books and periodicals.

Louisiana
UL Lafayette Acquisitions
The Edith Garland Dupré Library, UL
Lafayette, has acquired a rare document on
the Acadian expulsion from Nova Scotia. The
letter, written by Major General John Winslow
of the Massachusetts Militia in 1755,
discloses the ethnic cleansing tactics used
against the Acadians. Through the
cooperation of Dupré Library Director Charles
Triche and local musician Zachary Richard,
the manuscript was purchased from a New
England book dealer. It will be housed in the
Special Collections Department at Dupré
Library.

Specialist with the LSU Law Library); Jackie
Choate, 2nd Vice President (Director of the
Vermillion Parish Library); Judy Smith,
Secretary (Louisiana Section of the State
Library of Louisiana); and Katherine Wall,
Parliamentarian (Head of Technical Services,
Ouachita Parish Library).
Conference Planning On Schedule
The 2003 LLA Conference will be held March
18-20 at the Lamar-Dixon Center in
Gonzales, Louisiana. Featured speakers will
include Kimberly Willis Holt and Rhonda Rich.
Highlights will include an all conference
awards reception, which will take the form of
a South Louisiana Food and Music Festival.
For more information on the conference,
please visit the LLA website at
www.llaonline.org

Mississippi
MLC Town Meetings Well Received
The Wild West came to Mississippi libraries in
May during a series of Town Meetings
sponsored by the Mississippi Library
Commission (MLC). Staff from four divisions
presented "Partners: MLC and Public
Libraries" to 245 librarians in Grenada,
Flowood, McComb, and Hattiesburg. The
program began with a rousing welcome from
Cowboy Bob, alias Steven Toepper, new
Director of Library Services, followed by the
quiz show "Who Wants to be a Partner"
hosted by "Regetta Philben Smith," a.k.a.
Executive Director Sharman Smith. (See
photo of Steven Toepper below). The
audience assisted contestants as they
answered questions about MLC staff and
services to win chocolate coins and compete
for a grand prize. Concluding the program,
the Library Development staff performed a
skit and sang a song which highlighted their
responsibilities and encouraged librarians to
call on MLC for assistance.

News from Louisiana Library Association
(LLA)
New LLA Officers include: Angelle
Deshautelles, President (Director of the
Ascension Parish Library); Charlene Cain,
Vice President/President Elect (Subject
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North Carolina
NCSU Libraries Receives Grant to Build
Resources Unique to North Carolina
The NCSU Libraries received two grants
totaling almost $175,000 that will preserve
and build collections unique to North Carolina
in agriculture and rural life and in the history
of forestry. A $124,490 grant was awarded to
the Libraries by the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH) in conjunction with the
U.S. Agricultural Information Network
(USAIN) for preserving literature related to
agriculture and rural life from 1820 to 1945.
Another $50,000 grant was made to the
Libraries by the State Library of North
Carolina, through the 2002/2003 Library
Services and Technologies Act (LSTA) to
expand development of a "History of
Forestry" Web site, adding special collections
from the College of Natural Resources at NC
State and forestry image archives from the
University of North Carolina at Asheville. The
grant focuses on documents from the years
1820 to 1945, when first-generation woodpulp paper was introduced and used
extensively in the world of printing.
Jackson Library (Greensboro) Honored
Jackson Library at UNC Greensboro has
been named a Literary Landmark by Friends
of Libraries USA. The designation was
awarded based on the Library's place in the
literary heritage of the University and on
collections of the papers and works of
prominent faculty members, such as Randall
Jarrell.
NCSU Receives Million-Dollar Gift
A couple from North Carolina, who wish to
remain anonymous, recently established a
charitable remainder trust worth more than
one million dollars for the North Carolina
State University Libraries. The trust will fund
an unrestricted endowment for the Libraries.
Susan K. Nutter, vice provost and director of
Libraries, said, "Not only is this extremely
generous gift one of the largest and most
important gifts ever received by the Libraries,
it is also a vote of high confidence in our
collection, services and staff. The endowment
is intended to provide flexible funding to meet
future needs of the NCSU Libraries that
cannot be fully met through other funding
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sources. In this difficult year of budget
reduction this unrestricted gift is an
inspiration."
NCSU Libraries Awarded Preservation
Grant For Textiles Industry Material
The North Carolina State University Libraries
has received a grant of services from the
Southeast Library Network (SOLINET) worth
an estimated $80,000. The Libraries will use
its grant to preserve an important collection of
research documents ranging in age from fifty
to 150 years old on the development of
industry, particularly the textiles industry, in
the American South. SOLINET will administer
the grant as part of its Cooperative
Preservation Microfilming Project (CPMP),
with money coming from the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and
the U.S. Congress. To learn more about
CPMP and other preservation projects,
contact Scott Devine, head of the
Preservation Department at NCSU Libraries.
He may be reached at
scott_devine@ncsu.edu or (919) 513-1226.

South Carolina
University of South Carolina acquires WWI
Collection
A major collection of the works of World War I
poet-painter, Isaac Rosenberg, (1890-1918)
has been acquired by the University of South
Carolina’s Thomas Cooper Library. The
collection includes Rosenberg’s first and
rarest book, Night and Day (1912), one of
three known copies. With material on other
Great War poets, the new collection came by
gift-purchase from Rosenberg’s biographer,
Prof. Joseph Cohen. Isaac Rosenberg,
recognized as the first significant Jewish poet
in English literature, was (with Rupert Brooke
and Owen) one of the three major poets killed
in the Great War, and the only one who
served in the ranks. The Cohen Collection’s
copy of Night and Day has an additional
manuscript poem by the author. Copies of
Rosenberg’s other two pamphlets are in
Thomas Cooper Library's Joseph M. Bruccoli
Great War Collection. Only two other
libraries in the world (Yale and Oxford) have
all three of Rosenberg's publications.

Furman University Library Turns into
Intensive Construction Unit
If you happen by Furman University’s James
B. Duke Library and notice the entire staff
decked out in operating room scrubs, don’t
worry. The light green outfits, syringes and
surgical masks are the group’s light-hearted
way of coping with the many inconveniences
associated with a $25 million renovation of
their building, Furman’s largest single
construction project since the
1960s. (See photo below). Welcome to ICU
(Intensive Construction Unit) Life in the
Library, a place of endless medical
metaphors. Need help with research? You’ll
have to visit the temporarily displaced and
renamed emergency room, formerly known
as the reference desk. The acquisitions
department, an area where new books are
processed and placed into circulation, is now
the maternity ward. Library director Janis
Bandelin is the chief of staff. And the serials
department has been dubbed the psychiatric
ward. Cataloging is the operating room and
archives has been renamed the morgue.
“This is a two-year expansion and renovation
project which requires library offices,
services, and collections to move several

times,” Bandelin said. “Humor is a terrific
vehicle for effectively promoting the building
project to the Furman community and
enhancing staff morale.”
University of South Carolina Library
Opens Heller Exhibit
An exhibit featuring the life and writing of
American novelist Joseph Heller (1923-1999)
opened at the University of South Carolina's
Thomas Cooper Library on October 10. The
exhibition is chiefly drawn from USC's Joseph
Heller Archive, which houses over 150,000
pages, drafts, typescripts, and items of
correspondence documenting Heller's
achievements over a period of 30 years.
The exhibition charts Heller's career, from his
New York childhood and war service in North
Africa and Italy, through his early writing and
screenplays and the great success of Catch22 (1962) as book, film, and play, to the
succession of major novels that followed.
The Joseph Heller archive, acquired by USC
in 1997 with Heller's active involvement and
support, is the largest single collection
anywhere supporting research on Heller's
work.
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